
16th Annual Yellowstone River Cleanup 
5 Drift boat, 2 Rafts, 5 Kayaks, 12 Canoes 
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River team after safety briefing at Duck Creek FAS. 
More photos at Billings Gazette (click here). 

 

 

 

This Detroit riprap was just below Duck Creek and was held to trees with a very heavy metal cable.  This 

wall of cars completely disappeared a few years ago.  That is much of what we are removing in this 

section of river– in fact this year we found more than 100 yards of this cable on Norm’s Island after the 

floods.  It would be great if there was a system in place to help landowners remove these cars before 

they end up as hazards in the river.  If necessary they could be replaced with rock or natural vegetation.  

Pursuant to necessary permits we are interested in working with landowners that would like help 

removing old “Detroit riprap” or concrete with embedded rebar from their property.  We are also 

looking for partners to help remove two bridge abutments from the old Washington St. Bridge.  The 

abutments are currently covered in rebar and pose a real risk to recreational boaters. 

 

Auzie Blevins is a retired Smoke Jumper and was the senior member of the team this 

year.  Auzie is an expert welder and cut up the giant culvert we removed in April.  

https://billingsgazette.com/news/local/photos-yellowstone-river-cleanup/collection_456ede00-3175-11ed-a405-7bbe9df476e6.html#2


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
 

 

 

  Jack Sterling in front of riprap wall with RMC students collecting trash in the background. 

Jack Sterling is also a retired Smoke Jumper and recent addition to our crew.  I met Jack last year at Two 

Moon Park while he was removing a large water tank.  His incredible work ethic and devotion to making this 

river a cleaner, safer and healthier ecosystem is hard to match.  With Jack’s assistance and other friends in 

his group of retired Smoke Jumpers we have greatly increased the amount of material we are removing.  

They helped us change our perspective on what can be accomplished by hand - now nothing seems too 

large or difficult.  This spring, before the floods, we were able to remove a very large culvert (3.5’ x 30’) that 

would surely have washed downstream and possibly created problems at a bridge.  We do need more help 

with creative volunteers, heavier equipment and boats.  If you have connections with heavy equipment 

operators or other ideas please let us know.  We are building a database of “project” areas that will need 

heavier equipment and permits.   

Don Wirth – YRPA member – Is a critical asset driving a skid steer and helping assist 

with the unloading process once we arrive at the fishing access site. 

 



16th Annual Yellowstone River Cleanup Statistics 
Our current area of coverage is from Laurel to the Bighorn River (but we keep expanding)  

2022 Volunteers = 70 
Total of 42 volunteers on the river x 10 hours = 420 hours 

Total of 28 volunteers on shore based teams x 5 hours avg. = 140 hours {Undammed Distilling Co. (new group), MT 
Retired Smoke Jumpers, Billings Clinic Foundation, ZooMontana, Our Montana, Yellowstone River Park Association} 

Project coordination = 70 hours 
Special Targeted Projects = 350 hours 
Volunteer age range 12-86 years old 

Total volunteer hours = 955 

Total value of volunteer hours (based on state rate) = $28, 602 
 

2022 Trash Details (lbs.) 
This year we conducted many Special Targeted Projects (broken out by month below) 

Special Targeted Projects at Norm’s Island (multiple), Two Moon Park (multiple), Duck Creek FAS, Coulson, Riverfront 
and Mystic Park, Laurel – Duck Creek, Billings to the Bighorn River 

April = 3655 lbs, 30 foot Culvert removed 
May = 4075 lbs 

July/August = 3575 lbs 
September Pre-Float = 5525 

Float Day = 14,675 NEW RECORD!! 
September 11-16 Post-Float = 4020 lbs 

Tires collected by RMC Turtle Research Team and MFWP= 39, Total Tires=127 

Total Pounds of Trash to Landfill (primarily weight of tires) =6825 
Total Recycled Metal=28,698 

Items of Curiosity: automatic deer feeder (illegal in MT), enormous culvert (removed), 4 pairs of glasses 

Total Weight Removed from the River in 2022 = 35,523 lbs. 
New Record 

 

Cumulative Impact (16 years) 
The annual river cleanup project started with six people and three canoes and has grown to 50-75 people 

32 organizations have participated  
Total Volunteer Hours = 7,344 

Total Value of Volunteers= $179,417 
Total Recycled Material (mostly metal) = 139,810 lbs. An average car at the scrap yard weighs 3,500 lbs. 

We have removed the equivalent of 40 cars worth of metal in 16 years. 

Total Pounds of Trash = 40,319 lbs. 
Total Tires = 719 

16 Year Grand Total Weight Removed = 180,129 lbs. 

It costs us approximately one volunteer dollar to remove one pound of trash.  

 
 
 
 



 

Primary Sponsors  
 

                  
 

 
 
 

Main Stem Sponsors 
(Anonymous Donor) 

                                            

                           

                     
 
 

Tributary and Headwaters Sponsors 
Undammed Distilling Co., Zoo Montana, Patagonia, Billings Clinic Foundation, 

The Base Camp, Intermountain Healthcare, Pita Pit, Our Montana, Scheels 

Sports, REI, Schnitzer Steel, Bright N’ Beautiful 


